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of cattle, the black of the Black Welsh Mountain sheep, and
so on ; here the first and last, blacks, are simple dominants,
the others simple recessives. In many cases a colour pattern
forms the breed label, as in the Friesian, Belted Galloway, or
Hereford breeds of cattle ; but such a character frequently
varies in degree of expression, and animals with the " standard
markings " often acquire considerably enhanced value just because
they are so marked, though their real productive or breeding
value is no greater than that of their " mismarked " fellows
(cf. the Wessex Saddleback, p. 30).
Caution is necessary on the question of the significance
of breed " labels " and of simple genetic characters. The
epistatic grey colour of horses could be linked or closely
associated with physiologically important characters or
combinations, such as, say, speed in Thoroughbreds, but
this is unlikely. On the other hand, grey colour is a breed
label in the Percheron, a breed which has been selected
for certain characters, other than speed, and it would be
fallacious to assume that here grey has any particular virtue
as an indicator of peculiar Percheron characteristics. At the
same time, it is also unlikely that a Percheron breeder would
have concentrated solely on a definite grey pattern or shade,
and neglected all other points of conformation and constitution ;
hence a particular kind of grey might indicate a general
degree of careful selection, or standard of " purebreeding ". In
certain cases, however, a label character can have a physiological
significance ; the black coat colour of the Aberdeen-Angus is
involved in the temperature-regulating mechanism and plays
a part in exposing this breed to greater effects of intense solar
radiation, reducing its suitability to tropical climates (see
p. 47). Again, such labels may be of some importance as
more or less significant indicators of a particular type of animal.
For example, face-colour shade and pattern form an obvious
part of the general characterisation of the British " grey-faced "
or " Masham ** sheep, crosses of Border Leicester on Scotch
Blackface, and of Wensleydale on Swaledale, respectively,
and in turn of the various dark-faced Down breeds on these
crosses. In so far as the first or second crosses are favoured
or desirable as meat producers, the face colour label can have
a certain real or imagined value, although fleece and general
body characters also come into the picture.